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Masked Avengers
		 The Guerrilla Girls (established 1985) use advertising 

and street art techniques to emphasize gender and racial 
inequities in art institutions around the world. This all-
female activist collective challenges museums and galleries 
to feature more works by women and people of color. 

Take a closer look
		 This piece parodies tabloid magazine covers and exposes 

the underrepresentation of women artists in Washington, 
D.C., museums. Calling out offending organizations, it 
declares, “Ever wonder why Billie Holladay started the 
National Museum of Women in the Arts? Now you know!”

 
In their own words
	 “How can you really tell the story of a culture when you don’t 

include all the voices within the culture?” 

Who knew?
		 The Guerrilla Girls don gorilla masks and adopt the names  

of historical women artists. The woman behind this idea  
adopted the pseudonym Rosalba Carriera (1675–1757). 
Work by Carriera, an Italian artist renowned for portraits and 
allegorical subjects, is in the museum’s collection.
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