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Still Life of Fish and Cat, after 1620 

The Cat’s Meow 
Clara Peeters (1594–after 1657) helped pioneer the 
genre of still-life painting. She was also the first artist 
known to feature fish. Her arrangements of food, flowers, 
vessels, and the occasional feline influenced later artists. 

Take a closer look 
The artist’s ability to replicate the appearance of things was 
key to her success. Note her judicious application of white 
paint to create the illusion of moist eyes, oysters’ brackish 
baths, opalescent scales, and translucent shrimp shells. 

Something to talk about 
Most still lifes feature inanimate objects, but Peeters 
included a cat, a common pet at the time. How does its 
presence affect your experience of the painting?  

Who knew? 
As one of the few women working professionally as a 
painter in Europe at the time, Peeters should be considered 
a trailblazer. Owing to her gender, her life and artistic 
contributions went largely unrecorded by history. 

Clara Peeters, Still Life of Fish and Cat, after 1620; Oil on panel, 13½ x 18½ inches; 
National Museum of Women in the Arts, Gift of Wallace and Wilhelmina Holladay 
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